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wHo's THE IIAYOR OF flftlE3 SQUAnE?: Richard Falk (t.) and Richard Roffman both lay daim to the title. A sFcial election will decide.
GJ. trJtrar

By fOH O'tlEltL (his talk show is the longest-
running cable show). As a
publicist, Roffman's roster
past and pr€sent includes the
world's tallest man, a one'
armed juggler, and a fellow
who plays piano with his
hands tied behind his back
He takes credit for having
been the first to "put the Ga-
bor girls on the air."

I ccording !o Joe Franklin.
Il a friend of both candi-
ndates and therefore reluc-
tant to make an endoN€ment
'Ttey ar€ each dedicated to
getting what they perteive as
best for the area."

Proclaims Roffman, "Step
by step Times Square should
b e  r e d e v e l o p e d .  T i m e s
Square needs a pure and un-
blemished reputation."

Falk cringes at this blasphe
my. "Keep it as is!" shouts the
self-pmfessed friend to street-
walkers, pimps and porno shop
owners. '"Iake away the ffeaks
and you have anotherMain SL"

The diametrically oPPosed
candidates are steeling.them-
selves for Saturday's out'
come. If a concession speeeh
is necessary, Roffman Prbm:
ises to be polite but adds, "l
will always be known in the
minds ofthousands and thou-
sands of New Yorkers......"

Falk raises his ehin md an-
noun"u.. :'rr I tcsedEjf*lti
I shall go down with 42tl St"

(Iom O'NeiU is-a lreelonce
DfTtel)

the troubling knowledge that
not one but two mayors pre-
sided over their Great White
Way. Not anymore.
. Last month. The lilestsider,
a  n e i g h b o r h o o d  w e e k l y ,
called an election to deter-
mine once and for all, "Who's
the Mayor of  Times Square?"
On Saturday, after a heated
campaign that saw a debate
on the "Joe Franklin Show,"
ballot distribution parties at
the China Club and Woody's,
and a rally on Duffy Square,
the winner will be declared.

Befitting the charactei of
their  const i tuency,  candi-
dates Richard Roffman and
Richard Falk, both fast-talk-

.ing publicity agents, could
not be more deserving of the
title to which they lay claim
These septuagenarians have

,slid right out of the pages of
Damon Runyon.

. Silver-mustachioed Richard
Falh buried in heaps of yel-
lowed clippings and stacks of
fress releases tlBt clutter his
Times Squar€ oflice, was offt-
cially named mayor of ,12d SL
by Mayor Robert Wagner. Bur-
rowing thmugh the mess, he
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Aamuel Tilden, defcatcd
\ foi ttre U.S. presidency
lUin rgza after scoring a
popular-vote victory but a
one-vote loss in the Electorel
Co l l ege .  bough t  h i s  f i r s t
house in Gramerey Park iq
1863. He had architect Grif-
ftth Thomas remdve the Cothr
ic veranda and other.trin
and install elaborate domes
above the principaI rooms.

ln 1874, Tilden bought the
house next door and seven
years later  commissioned
Calvert Vaux. architect of the

Park, to merge both houses
into-a single Victorian man-
s i on  (15  Gramercy  Pa rk
South). Ironically, Vaur re-
Gothicized the exterior.

The house epltomizes the
Arts and Crafts movement AB
assembly-line prodtrction grew,
wealthy people came !o prize
thc work of zuch craftsmen as
John LaParge, who did the in-
ner vestibule glass.doors ofTil-
den's house, as much as any
paint€r or sculptor.

The 4O-room mansion waa
salvaged in 1906 when it be-
came tlre new headquaders
ofthe Natioial Arts Club,

Family outing
I  t 2p .m . , t f r eNew-
Il Ydk Historical Soci-

Flety, 170 central Park
west. hosts the first public
showing of the documedlY
film "The Joumey Within"
and a special performance of
the theater oiece "The World
of Something " Sponsored
by the Touchstone Center
and based on the origtnal
po€try, stories and drawings
of ekgmentary and middle-
school students, the presen-
tation lakes chiklren and
their 'amilies into the 'nany
worl(t of the imagnation.
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BEST MNN
Two bloodhounds of Broadway
rae to rule theGreat\Thiter$flay

-miraculously surfaces with I
photocopy of his ofllcial may-'
oCs badge ("Haven't s€en the
real thing in years').

Richard Rofftnan, purport-
edly the model for Woody Al-
len's Bmadway Danny nose,
insists he has been the mayor
of Times Squar€ since Mareh
f4 f96f, and has a certificate
(somewherc) from the Intern&
tional locality of Mayors to
prove it

In hls crowded West End
Ave. apaftment-office, the m-
tund Roffman sits behind pa-
per stacks that rival his rival's.
As if to demonstrate the fear-
lessness required ofthe mayor
of such a locale, he defies tbe
laws of gravi$ and yanks a
sheet from midstack lt's a pho-
tocopy of a letter fmm Mayor

Koch with the salutation,
"From one maYor to another."

Says.  Roffman, " In the
minds of thousands and thou-
sands  o f  peop le  who ' ve
known me, I've always been
the mayor ofTimes Square."

" H e ' s  a n  i n t e r l o P e r , "
charges Falk. He derides his
opponent for living and work-
ing away from Times Square.
Falk c la ims to have wel-
comed every Pr€sident since
Herbert Hoover to Times
Square while Roffman, he
says, "*as uptown sleePing."

In his 50 years on 42d St,
Falk has flacked more than
1,5fi) plays and such talents
as Herman and the World's
Most Intelligent Flea, Jayne
Mansfield and a funnY girl
from Brooklyn named Strei'
sand whom he "got off the
ground" by litbrallY standit{.
her on her head.

Roffman, the son of  a
Bmadway orchestra leader,

. has toiled as a radio broad-
/ caf'ter and TV PersonalitY

hurl ll l!!l
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